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 ARTS

The Arts program is designed to fulfill two functions in the student’s growth and development. 
The first is to develop an understanding of the richness of the arts, the contributions that they 
have made and continue to make to humankind, and the basic elements that are the foundations 
of visual arts, music, and theater. The second function is to offer students an opportunity to 
participate directly in the creative process through entry level courses in each discipline as 
well as through upper level courses for those students who wish to pursue depth and mastery 
in a particular art. The arts curriculum is designed to allow students to develop in both the 
understanding and the creation of the arts.

The foundation of the student’s understanding of the arts is provided by Western Civilization: 
History of the Arts, an interdisciplinary course which is required for sophomores and is taught 
by a team of teachers representing the fields of art, music, and history. The history, cultural 
concepts, theories, elements, and facts presented in this course are echoed in the studio and 
performing classes in the analysis of works and in student project designs. 

The arts curriculum also offers a rich selection of studio and performing courses in visual arts, 
music, and theater and focuses on building skills which will enable students to fulfill their 
creative visions. Students may take any entry-level course in the three disciplines, as well as 
pursue greater depth and skill development through upper-level courses such as the level III 
studio courses, the upper division performing ensembles, AP Studio Art, Theater Production II: 
Advanced Projects, AP Music Theory, and AP Art History.

The graduation requirement includes two semesters of arts courses, in addition to Western 
Civilization: History of the Arts.

ARTS

• • • • • • • • • • • •
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AP STUDIO ART 

Advanced Placement Studio Art is a  
college level course in which students  
create a portfolio of artwork to submit for  
Advanced Placement credit. This portfo-
lio is an extensive body of work that must 
conform to the Advanced Placement 
requirements, although there is latitude 
within those requirements to accom-
modate all media. For the AP portfolio, 
students will be expected to produce ap-
proximately 40 works of art in their area 
of skill (work from previous art classes is 
allowed). All work must be original.  
Students will learn how to develop a 
body of work, as well as an artist’s state-
ment. They will be expected to work 
independently in school and at home 
throughout the school year. Students are 
also expected to keep a graded sketch-
book as evidence of creative practice. 
Nearly all work must be digitally photo-
graphed for submission to the Advanced 
Placement committee and students will 
learn how to document and label their 
artwork. All work must be completed by 
early May. Students must acquire permis-
sion of the instructor in the spring of 
their junior year (through the process of 
a portfolio review) before gaining entry 
into this class.

• Open to: 12 only

• Prerequisite: Through level III of  
studio art courses (or the equivalent)  
in various media and permission of  
the instructor

AP ART HISTORY 

Since the beginnings of human con-
sciousness, people have been making art. 
They have been painting on surfaces, 
making objects, and building spaces 
to inhabit. This material culture is 
the product of our needs, desires, and 
expressions. We can read the history of 
ideas and values through the study of art, 
but we can also experience art, whether 
from 20,000 years ago or from last 
year, as a present and persisting event. 
Through a survey based on 250 key 
artworks, we will study the history of 
art, from both the Western and broader 
global tradition, questioning the role of 
aesthetics, societal values, and personal 
expression in the making of painting, 
sculpture, and architecture. This class 
is a broader and more in-depth study of 
work and periods familiar to students 
from Western Civilization. Class work is 
based on discussion. Homework consists 
of reading of the primary textbook and 
papers that are either based on library 
research or “f ield” research of Bay Area 
institutions. This class also serves as 
preparation for the AP exam.

• Open to: 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Western Civilization: 
History of the Arts

WESTERN CIVILIZATION: 
HISTORY OF THE ARTS

Western Civilization: History of the Arts 
is a landmark class of University High 
School. Since the founding of UHS, it 
has served as the cornerstone of the 
Humanities program. Required in the 
sophomore year, “Civ” has evolved over 
time into an interdisciplinary course that 
investigates the relationship among art, 
music, and history and is taught by a team 
of teachers in each of the three disciplines. 
Civ surveys cultural developments from 
the ancient Middle East to the globalized 
21st century and examines the transcul-
tural relationship between the west and 
the world.

At the heart of the program is the devel-
opment of critical skills: close reading of 
primary sources, writing and research, 
critical viewing and listening. Integral to 
Civ is “learning through ref lection on 
doing”: the students take field trips to the 
opera, local museums, and sacred spaces. 
They also write concert and gallery 
reviews and architectural analyses based 
on their experiences. The spring term 
culminates in a research project rooted in 
a historical analysis of the art and music 
of a particular time and place.

This course is designed to complement 
the other Arts Department graduation 
requirement in the performing and studio 
arts and ref lects the departmental philos-
ophy that graduates of UHS should have 
both a cultural understanding of the 
arts, as well as a strong experience in 
their creation. Civ further bridges the 
curricular goals of research and writing 
between the History Department’s 
freshman and junior year requirements.

• Open to: 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: none

FULL-YEAR COURSES

 ARTS

BEGINNING  
INSTRUMENTAL  
ENSEMBLE 

Beginning Instrumental Ensemble is 
for beginners and advanced beginners 
who are learning to play an instrument. 
Students will learn the fundamentals of 
playing an instrument, reading music, 
and performing ensemble and solo lit-
erature. They will attain, in this full year 
course, the musical proficiency equivalent 
to that of a third year instrumentalist. 
Students are also exposed to non-Western 
music through the viewing of videos and 
through instructor presentations. Intro-
duction to composition and improvisation 
is also provided. String, wind, and per-
cussion instrumentalists are participants in 
this class, although we do not teach guitar 
or beginning strings. Instruments taught 
from the beginning level: Flute, clarinet, 
saxophone, bassoon, trumpet, trombone, 
baritone horn, electric bass, drums, 
vibraphone, piano. Many students who 
take this course advance to one or more 
of our fine performing ensembles: jazz 
combo class, jazz ensemble, and chamber 
orchestra. We encourage students to take 
this course early in their tenure at UHS 
so that they may participate in other 
performing groups. This course may be 
repeated for credit.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

JAZZ ENSEMBLE 

The Jazz and Contemporary Music  
Ensemble is a year-long elective course 
made up of students who are accepted for 
membership based upon audition. The 
study and performance of jazz/Contem-
porary music at the advanced level is the 
focus of this course. Some of the styles 
studied and performed include: Swing,  
bebop, blues, gospel, Latin jazz, Afro-
Cuban jazz, fusion, and progressive jazz. 
Along with performance requirements, 
instruction in basic improvisational 
skills, music theory, and jazz history are 
provided. This course may be repeated 
for credit.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Audition

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 

The Sinfonia Chamber Orchestra is a 
select performing ensemble of advanced 
string, woodwind, and brass play-
ers whose primary interest is classical 
music. Admission is by audition during 
the spring semester of the previous year. 
Sinfonia gives four major performances 
during the year, as well as at other school 
and community events. Class activities 
will also include study of historical styles, 
sight-reading, musicianship, critical 
listening, and conducting. Students may 
also perform in smaller chamber music 
ensembles and receive coaching from 
professional guest artists. Since such an 
ensemble is dependent on the contribu-
tion of each player, private lessons are 
strongly encouraged.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Audition

ARTS
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CAMERATA

Camerata, a year-long course, is a cham-
ber choir for advanced and experienced 
singers, which focuses on the develop-
ment of individual vocal technique, 
ensemble singing, and advanced musical 
proficiency. Students should demonstrate 
competency in reading melodies, inter-
vals, and fundamental rhythmic patterns, 
as well as the ability to learn their parts 
independently. Camerata rehearses with 
the Chorus and performs partsongs from 
all historical periods, major choral works, 
and selections from the folk, jazz, and 
international repertoires. In addition, 
students study diction through the use 
of the International Phonetic Alphabet 
(IPA), sight-singing, and basic music 
theory. Camerata singers are featured in 
solo performances in an annual cabaret 
performance in the semester, as well as 
performing at four concerts and com-
mencement. Camerata represents UHS by 
performing at eight civic events during 
the year and combines with the Chorus 
in the performance of choral works with 
the Chamber Orchestra.

• Open to: 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Demonstrated  
proficiency in UHS Chorus or  
comparable ensemble, audition 

CERAMICS III

This full-year course assumes a level of 
seriousness and discipline within studio 
arts. To broaden creativity in the 3D 
realm, each student will explore Indus-
trial Design by developing and manufac-
turing a product that answers a design 
question. The class will look at many 
contemporary designs that will challenge 
and define functionality. This project 
is complimented with the introduction 
of the following industrial techniques: 
casting, slip-casting, mold-making, and 
commercial decals. Second semester proj-
ects are structured around each student’s 
portfolio direction and individual explo-
ration within a series. This is an exciting 
class that will focus on the conceptual 
development of each student in prepara-
tion for continued advancement in the 
arts, e.g. senior projects, Studio Art AP, 
or college level programs. New materials 
will be introduced throughout the year, 
as needed. In-progress critiques will take 
place throughout the year. Critiques will 
focus on three specific areas: technical 
skill, critical self-assessment, and concep-
tual development. The juxtaposition of 
contemporary art and design will serve as 
a significant point of reference for discus-
sions, slide shows, and field trips.

• Open to: 10, 11, and 12

• Prerequisite: Ceramics II and  
permission of the instructor

DRAWING AND PAINTING 
III: ADVANCED PRACTICE

In this advanced-level course, individual 
expression and experimentation are com-
bined with skill to produce a cohesive 
body of work (8–10 pieces in any 2D 
media) in which students explore a single 
theme. In addition, throughout the year, 
students will be responsible for supple-
mental artworks which demonstrate 
conceptual thinking. This is a studio 
class for the serious artist willing to take 
risks and make mistakes on their journey 
to creative and visual literacy. Students 
will work to craft an artist’s statement 
which clearly describes their series, and 
their artistic intentions. Students are also 
responsible for a sketchbook which is 
graded approximately every two weeks. 
Class time will be used for serious studio 
work with additional independent work 
encouraged. Midpoint and final critiques 
will take place throughout the year, and 
will focus on technical skill, critical 
assessment of the work, and conceptual 
progress. Contemporary art will serve as 
a significant point of reference for discus-
sion, slide shows, and field trips.

This course assumes a thorough un-
derstanding of and proficiency in the 
elements and principles of design, compo-
sition, perspective, and drawing from life. 
The student should also possess an exist-
ing body of work that demonstrates an 
ability to manipulate a variety of drawing 
and/or painting media such as pencil, 
charcoal, colored pencil, ink, acrylic, oil, 
watercolor, and/or mixed media.

• Open to: 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Drawing I & II or  
Painting I & II, and permission of  
the instructor

 ARTS

PHOTOGRAPHY III:  
ADVANCED PRACTICE

This course provides an in-depth explora-
tion of a student’s creative vision in rela-
tion to current technological and cultural 
practices of image-making. Students will 
build upon the darkroom skills learned in 
Photo I and II by incorporating the use 
of digital photography, Adobe Lightroom, 
and Photoshop. Assignments are geared 
toward producing a comprehensive body 
of work and will culminate in a printed 
book. Digital cameras will be available 
for use from the Arts Department.

• Open to 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Photography II or portfo-
lio and permission of the instructor

ADVANCED PROJECTS  
IN THEATER I

“Projects” is a course designed for the seri-
ous theater student who has had practical 
experiences in UHS mainstage produc-
tions and/or training in the acting and/or 
technical theater classes. There are four 
components to the course:

1. Advanced acting, movement, voice, 
and theater-making instruction in a 
workshop setting through the Monday 
afternoon workshops.

2. Practical training through involvement 
in at least one UHS mainstage produc-
tion: students must act in, design for, or 
stage manage at least one UHS produc-
tion during the school year and partici-
pate in all school productions through 
some level of support (publicity, tickets 
sales, box office support, etc.).

3. Critical analysis training through  
a process of viewing and critiquing 
plays produced by professional  
theater companies.

4. Development of a theater project fo-
cused on one or more of the following: 
acting, directing, playwriting, devising, 
composing, choreography, design, or 
production management. This project 
culminates with a first draft presenta-
tion of the work in the fall. Once this 
first draft presentation is complete, 
the student then becomes an assistant 
director to a student in Advanced  

Projects II, and helps them bring their 
project to fruition in the Student Dra-
ma Series, which is presented in the 
early spring. This assistantship does not 
preclude the students in the Advanced 
Projects I from participating in the 
Student Drama Series in other ways, 
i.e., as a performer, designer, or techni-
cian. Students must indicate adequate 
preparation and have a project proposal 
in mind when applying for this course. 
The proposal should include a clear 
statement of goals, a list of resources 
and/or source material, a description 
of the project’s process, and a schedule/
list of deadlines for the work. In ad-
dition, admission to this course does 
not affect UHS production casting 
decisions, which are based solely on the 
audition process.

• Open to: 11

• Prerequisites: Theater Production I 
and/or Acting II and/or Tech  
Theater II. Permission of the  
instructor is required

ARTS
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Students must indicate adequate prepara-
tion and have a project proposal in mind 
when applying for this course. The 
proposal should include a clear statement 
of goals, a list of resources and/or source 
material, a description of the project’s 
process, and a schedule/list of deadlines 
for the work. In addition, admission to 
this course does not affect UHS produc-
tion casting decisions, which are based 
solely on the audition process.

• Open to: 12

• Prerequisites: Theater Production I 
and/or Acting II and/or Tech The-
ater II. Permission of the instructor 
is required

DRAWING I

This is an introductory course in drawing 
and studio practice. Students learn to 
incorporate basic drawing principles and 
elements through hands-on work. The 
majority of the class time is spent actually 
drawing in a mellow, relaxed atmosphere. 
Students will use charcoal, graphite, and 
ink in a variety of exercises that are en-
ergetic and engaging. All of the projects 
build foundational skills and visual lan-
guage that are used in all the other studio 
art courses. Students participate in class 
critiques, as well as learn studio practice. 
In addition, sketchbook work is regularly 
reviewed and functions as a drawing 
journal, chronicling student development. 
Slide presentations, videos, and museum/
gallery fieldtrips are introduced, when 
opportune, to expand individual creativ-
ity and visual literacy.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: none

ADVANCED PROJECTS  
IN THEATER II

“Projects” is a course designed for the seri-
ous theater student who has had practical 
experiences in UHS mainstage produc-
tions and/or training in the acting and/or 
technical theater classes. There are four 
components to the course:

1. Advanced acting, movement, voice, 
and theater-making instruction in a 
workshop setting through the Monday 
afternoon workshops.

2. Practical training through involvement 
in at least one UHS mainstage produc-
tion: students must act in, design for, 
or stage manage at least one UHS 
production during the school year  
and participate in all school produc-
tions through some level of support 
(publicity, tickets sales, box office 
support, etc.).

3. Critical analysis training through a 
process of viewing and critiquing 
plays produced by professional theater 
companies.

4. Development and completion of a 
theater project focused on one or more 
of the following: acting, directing, 
playwriting, devising, composing, 
choreography, design, or production 
management. This project culminates 
with the presentation of the work  
in the Student Drama Series in the 
early spring.

 ARTS

PAINTING I: ACRYLIC

In this beginning studio course, students 
will be introduced to painting in acrylic 
through the study of the elements and 
principles of design, composition, color 
theory, and form. Students will begin 
with a foundation in basic painting 
skills; classroom exercises include work-
ing from photographs and from life, and 
with a variety of subjects such as the 
still-life, f igure, landscape, and abstrac-
tion. Students will be encouraged to 
experiment and take risks and they will 
learn about studio practices and proper 
clean up. In addition, they will keep a 
sketchbook in which to practice draw-
ing from life, composition, and mixed 
media, which will be collected approxi-
mately every two weeks. Midpoint and 
f inal critiques take place throughout 
the semester.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: none

CERAMICS I

This studio course introduces students to 
sculpture, design, and pottery. Students 
will carve, build, mold, and otherwise 
shape clay through a variety of sculpting 
techniques. While learning basic techni-
cal skills, students will learn to envision 
and develop their creative endeavors 
using the principles of three-dimensional 
design and art. Assignments are designed 
to hone craftsmanship, creativity, and 
a rapid understanding of the ceramic 
process. Students are exposed to historic 
and contemporary artwork through slide 
presentations and videos. Students learn 
to participate in critiques and work ef-
fectively in a studio environment. This 
course energetically teaches and builds 
confidence, allowing students to solve 
problems independently and creatively.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: none

PHOTOGRAPHY I

This course introduces students to the 
technical, aesthetic, and conceptual ele-
ments of B&W photography. Assignments 
concentrate on camera functions and  
how they contribute to aesthetics and 
meaning within the photograph. Students 
are taught basic darkroom skills such as 
film processing, printing, and presenta-
tion. Emphasis is on traditional f ine 
printing and visual literacy. Slide discus-
sions are used to introduce classic B&W 
photographers. Cameras will be available 
for use from the Arts Department.

• Open to 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: none

PHOTOGRAPHY II 

This course assumes a fundamental un-
derstanding of camera controls, darkroom 
techniques, photographic aesthetics, and 
ideas. It introduces students to advanced 
exposure methods and allows for an ex-
ploration in portraiture, lighting, staged 
vs. candid, narrative series, and alterna-
tive processes. Assignments concentrate 
on self-expression. Slide discussions are 
used to introduce contemporary issues in 
photography and to begin a critical read-
ing of images. Cameras will be available 
for use from the Arts Department.

• Open to 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Photography I or portfo-
lio and permission of the instructor

ARTS

FALL SEMESTER  
COURSES
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CHORUS

Chorus is a vocal ensemble for all stu-
dents who enjoy (or would like to enjoy) 
singing. It is a one-semester course that 
may be repeated for credit. Chorus sings 
repertoire in many styles, including 
classical, folk, popular, and international. 
It also joins with Camerata for perfor-
mances accompanied by the Chamber 
Orchestra in four concerts throughout the 
year, as well as commencement and other 
school functions. Chorus rehearses with 
Camerata, but without expectations of 
prior musical experience. Instruction in-
cludes music-reading, part-singing, tone 
production, vocal technique, dictions 
music notation, and basic music theory. 
There is no prerequisite, though students 
must be able to match pitch accurately 
and sing a simple melodic line. Students 
who wish to enroll in Camerata should 
demonstrate their proficiency in at least 
one semester of Chorus.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Ability to match pitch

JAZZ COMBO

Combo Class is designed for instru-
mentalists at the intermediate level who 
wish to perform jazz/contemporary 
music but have not had training in jazz 
styles. The course includes the study 
and performance of swing, bebop, blues, 
gospel, Latin jazz, Afro-Cuban, fusion, 
and progressive jazz styles. In addition 
to performance at the school concerts, 
instruction in basic 11 improvisational 
skills, jazz theory, and jazz history are 
provided. Field trips are offered as op-
portunities arise. This course may be 
repeated for credit.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Audition

AP MUSIC THEORY

This is an advanced-level, College Board-
approved, course for students who can 
read music and who want to attain the 
proficiency in understanding the elements 
of music that a second-year college music 
student would have attained after courses 
in beginning harmony and musicianship. 
Reading treble, bass and C clefs, learn-
ing the scales of the basic diatonic system, 
18th century voice-leading as gleaned 
from the study of Bach chorales, inter-
vals, chords, instrument transpositions, 
music notation, score analysis, arranging, 
composition, and a brief introduction to 
musical style periods have been covered 
in past classes. While students do receive 
basic musicianship training in perfor-
mance ensembles at UHS, this course is 
designed for students who wish to aug-
ment and improve their understanding 
of these elements with a view towards 
arranging and composing for small and 
large vocal and instrumental ensembles. 
Students enrolled in this class are 
expected to take the AP Music Theory 
Examination.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Permission of instructor

PROJECTS IN MUSIC

This course is offered to students the 
opportunity to pursue styles or aspects 
of music that are not provided for in the 
regular music curriculum. Enrollment 
in this class requires concurrent enroll-
ment in a music class. Projects in Music 
students meet once a week, and receive  
½ semester credit for their work. Includ-
ing class and home practice time, this 
adds up to a minimum of 45 hours of 
work per semester.

In general, the goal of their work is a  
performance. (Concert, ASM, recital,  
tri-School Arts Night, recording, etc.)  
Examples of Projects in Music: Jazz, rock, 
or pop combo; string quartet; saxophone 
quartet; brass choir; music composi-
tion (acoustic and/or electronic); music 
arranging and preparation; live concert 
recording; and podcast production.

Other Projects in Music:

For the student enrolled in AP Music 
Theory, a fall semester course, she/he 
would be enrolled in Projects in Music 
to prepare their repertoire for our Fall 
and Winter Arts Festival concerts. She/
he would return to the performing group 
in the second semester, when the AP 
course changes to become a once a week 
independent study seminar.

For beginning students who already 
play in a performance group and who 
are learning an additional instrument in 
order to fill a gap in our instrumenta-
tion, their work should result in their 
attainment of a level of proficiency on 
that instrument to be able to join in that 
desired ensemble. Their success would be 
measured by their performance of graded 
music etudes and exercises using a band/
private instruction method book.

 ARTS

To accommodate students who want to 
participate in an offered music class, but 
who are not able to enroll due a sched-
ule conf lict, they may enroll in Projects 
in Music until they can enroll in the 
music class.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Enrollment in a UHS 
performing group and permission of 
Instructor; may be repeated for credit.

ACTING I 

In a workshop setting, students will learn 
the basic concepts and skills of acting. 
Through games, improvisations, and 
exercises, students will learn the skills 
and techniques of concentration, develop-
ing given circumstances, sense memory, 
emotion portrayal, physical agility, vocal 
control, and character development. Stu-
dents will also develop skills in critique 
and will contemplate issues and factors 
regarding the art of acting. As a final 
exercise, each student will develop an 
original character and perform that char-
acter in a scene with other actors.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

THEATER PRODUCTION I: 
FALL PLAY

The Fall Play will be a mainstage pro-
duction of a significant dramatic work. 
Auditions for the play will occur during 
the first week of school, and rehearsals 
will begin immediately thereafter. The 
course involves an intensive after school 
rehearsal schedule culminating in two 
performances in the fall.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Audition; may be  
repeated for credit

THEATER PRODUCTION I: 
WINTER PLAY

The Winter Theater Production will be 
a mainstage production of a significant 
dramatic work. Auditions for the show 
will take place during the first week of 
school, and school rehearsals will begin in 
October. Two performances will be held 
at the end of January.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Audition; may be  
repeated for credit

TECHNICAL THEATER I: 
STAGE CREW

The mission of this class is to provide all 
of the technical theater elements for all 
UHS productions. The class will meet 
two days a week, after school, from 
3:30 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. Some Satur-
day meetings as well as various evening 
commitments need to be considered 
by the student. This course offers the 
student exposure to and experience in all 
aspects of stage design, including light-
ing, scenery, and sound. Students study 
carpentry, painting, and basic electronics 
as they relate to the theater. Students are 
encouraged to repeat the course as many 
times as they like. By doing so, they gain 
increased proficiency in tech and are bet-
ter equipped to take on more advanced 
design assignments in the future.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: none; may be repeated  
for credit

TECHNICAL THEATER II: 
ADVANCED PRODUCTION

This course is designed for the serious 
student of technical theater who has pre-
viously expressed an interest in becoming 
proficient in one area of theatrical pro-
duction. Students enrolled in this course 
will be asked to choose a specific area of 
concentration that they will explore in-
depth through work on a fully mounted 
play or musical. For their concentra-
tion, students may choose from: lighting 
design, set design, technical direction, 
construction, or stage management.

• Open to: 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Two semesters of 
Technical Theater I and permission of 
instructor; may be repeated for credit

ARTS

Fall Semester Courses continued...
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Photography I, Photography II, Chorus, Jazz 
Combo, Projects in Music, and Technical 
Theater I & II will be repeated in the spring 
semester. Please read their descriptions under 
the fall semester heading.

CERAMICS II

This course assumes an understanding 
of, and facility with, the basic elements 
taught in Ceramics I. This includes 
knowing the basic technical language of 
a ceramic studio, as well as the process. 
What most differentiates Ceramics II 
from Ceramics I is the amount of studio 
time devoted to each assignment. Allow-
ing for greater artistic exploration and 
attention to detail, we spend more time 
on fewer projects. Wider in scope and 
personal interpretation, projects inves-
tigate self-expression and conceptual 
work. Concepts of art, craft, and sculp-
ture will be introduced through slides, 
readings, videos, and discussions. We 
will discuss artistic strategies to sharpen 
individual vision.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, and 12

• Prerequisite: Ceramics I or permis-
sion of the instructor

DRAWING II

This course enables students to challenge 
themselves further in drawing through 
an expanded vocabulary of skills and 
media. Students enrolled in this course 
are expected to have previously mastered 
basic drawing techniques and to have a 
firm grasp of the elements and principles 
of design. Assignments are more complex 
than in Drawing I and require students 
to challenge themselves with each project. 
Students will be introduced to problems 
dealing with the concepts of proportion 
and the figure as well as explorations in 
mark-making and more conceptual draw-
ing. These works will be executed using 
a variety of traditional materials such as 
pen and ink, graphite, and charcoal, as 
well as mixed and alternative media like 
Xerox transfer and silkscreen. In class 
critiques, working sketchbook and a final 
drawing project are some of the required 
elements of the class.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Drawing I or permission 
of instructor; may be repeated  
for credit

PAINTING II: OIL  
PAINTING

Building upon what is taught in Painting 
I, students will learn more advanced tech-
niques in oil painting, and will expand 
upon and refine their own personal style. 
Students will be introduced to more criti-
cal thinking and investigations around 
the artistic process. This class will also in-
troduce students to more advanced studio 
practices such as stretching and priming 
canvas, and safety, storage, and disposal 
of solvents. Assignments are designed to 
encourage more in-depth explorations in 
subjects such as self-portraiture, abstrac-
tion, and master studies, as well as those 
of the student’s choice. In addition to 
class work, students are expected to keep 
a sketchbook for skills practice and cre-
ative development; these are collected ap-
proximately every two weeks. Midpoint 
and final critiques take place throughout 
the semester.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Painting I or permis-
sion of instructor; may be repeated 
for credit

 ARTS

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN

The fields of product design and engi-
neering design have a long history of 
working together in an area now called 
industrial design. Although its origins 
aren’t recent, the consumer-driven mar-
ket of the 20th century has made indus-
trial design an integral part of how people 
think about the design process of their 
products: the ideal merging of form and 
function. The idea that the functionality 
of products is intrinsically linked to its 
aesthetic form is one that companies like 
Braun and Apple have embraced and has 
arguably been a large contributing factor 
to their success. This class will introduce 
you to the field of industrial design by 
investigating the set of unique principles 
that support this field as well as the shared 
principles that create it. You will learn 
about form, structure, simple machines, 
stored energy, the design process, and 
prototyping through hands-on explora-
tions and supplemented by lectures, films, 
field trips, and demonstrations. Once 
the foundation has been laid regarding 
the principles that drive form and func-
tion, you will begin work on a project 
that will take most of the semester. This 
project will give you the chance to dem-
onstrate and enhance your understanding 
of the core principles, your creativity in 
merging these principles, your originality 
in project conception, your willingness to 
have a design mindset, and your ability to 
organize the entire process.

• Open to: 11, 12

• Prerequisite: none

ACTING II 

This course enables students who have 
developed a firm foundation in acting 
an opportunity to develop their craft 
in greater depth. Actors will further 
develop their skills in physical, vocal, and 
emotional expressions by working with 
scenes and plays. Through improvisations, 
exercises, and script work, actors will build 
and perform a series of short pieces. Actors 
will be exposed to a variety of acting con-
cepts and exercises and will be encouraged 
to push the boundaries of their expressive 
range and character portrayals.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Acting I or permission  
of the instructor

THEATER PRODUCTION I: 
SPRING MUSICAL

The Spring Musical has become a UHS 
tradition that is enjoyed by the entire 
community. It is a collaborative work that 
involves: visual arts, music, dance, and 
drama. Performances, held at the end of 
April, culminate an intensive rehearsal 
schedule that begins in February. Audi-
tions for the Spring Musical are held at 
the end of the fall semester.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Audition; may be  
repeated for credit

ARTS

SPRING SEMESTER  
COURSES


