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LANGUAGES LANGUAGE

The study of language and culture offers new dimensions to students’ lives, as it opens 
doors to the world; it also provides them with the opportunity to gain new perspectives 
on their own languages and cultures. For students to achieve such understanding, we 
encourage them to study a language other than what is spoken at home. 

To graduate from UHS, a student must complete level three or three years of study 
(whichever comes first) of one of four languages offered: Chinese, French, Latin,  
and Spanish. Students benefit most from language study when they pursue the same 
language as far as possible. Therefore, if they choose to enroll in a second language,  
we recommend doing so only after they complete an advanced level of the first.

A shared goal of all language study at UHS is the close reading and interpretation of a 
range of texts in the target language, with special emphasis on literary texts as windows 
into diverse philosophical and cultural points of view. In the case of the modern spoken 
languages, an equal goal is to ensure that students can communicate f luently and that 
they have a broad understanding of the countries and cultures where the language is 
spoken. In so doing, we seek to empower students to attain the linguistic precision, 
cultural empathy, and sheer enjoyment that come from the spirited pursuit of knowledge.

LANGUAGES: CHINESE, FR ENCH, LATIN, SPANISH

• • • • • • • • • • • •
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CHINESE I

This course introduces all four skills of 
listening, speaking, reading, and writ-
ing, and assumes no prior knowledge of 
the language. Particular stress is placed 
on developing a solid grasp of the tonal 
structure and other aspects of the pronun-
ciation of Mandarin Chinese. In addition 
to daily oral practice in the classroom, 
and weekly sessions in the language lab, 
we will utilize the phonetic Romaniza-
tion system, pinyin, to reinforce students’ 
speaking and listening skills. Approxi-
mately 500 simplified Chinese characters 
will be introduced for reading compre-
hension; while a knowledge of stroke 
order and the ability to write legibly by 
hand are expected of all students, some 
writing assignments are to be completed 
using Chinese word processing software.

• Open to 9, 10, 11, 12

CHINESE II

This course builds on the foundational 
skills learned in Chinese I to further 
strengthen and develop students’ com-
municative abilities. We will significantly 
expand the repertoire of vocabulary and 
sentence patterns, including complex 
structures such as the use of “ba,” subor-
dinate clauses, topic-comment patterns, 
terms expressing politeness, and idiomatic 
expressions. Approximately 1000 addi-
tional characters will be introduced, and 
students will complete paragraph-length 
writing assignments designed to establish 
a basic competency in written commu-
nication on topics of daily life. Reading 
assignments will begin to incorporate 
short selections of authentic materials 
from newspapers and other sources. By 
the end of the year, students’ proficiency 
will have reached the low-intermediate 
level in all four skills.

• Open to 9 (by placement test), 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Chinese I or equivalent

CHINESE III

This intermediate-level course is de-
signed to significantly enhance students’ 
skills in oral and written communica-
tion on a wide variety of subjects. This 
includes expanding vocabulary and dis-
course strategies that will enable them to 
articulate their opinions during classroom 
discussions on current events, cultural 
issues, personal interests, and academic 
subjects, among others. Students will also 
produce longer writing assignments on 
topics that are closely coordinated with 
reading and oral assignments, and by 
the end of the year, will be expected to 
recognize a total of approximately 3000 
characters. Regular review of vocabulary 
and grammatical structures will be incor-
porated into the curriculum, to maintain 
and further develop the students’ confi-
dence in responding spontaneously to a 
variety of language situations. Reading 
assignments continue to stress structures 
and vocabulary shared between the writ-
ten and spoken languages.

• Open to 9 (by placement test), 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Chinese II or equivalent

FULL-YEAR COURSES

CHINESE IV H: HONORS 
CHINESE LANGUAGE

Honors Chinese Language is intended to 
further develop students’ linguistic and 
cultural competence. Through a variety 
of textual, audio, and video materials, 
students expand and enrich their reper-
toire of linguistic skills, and broaden their 
familiarity with cultural issues. Class 
activities and assignments provide op-
portunities to engage in oral and written 
communication, and to increase their 
aural and written proficiency. The cur-
riculum encompasses significant themes 
of Chinese language and culture, history, 
and contemporary events, such as societal 
relationships, political trends, festivals, 
cuisine, generational changes, and the 
modernization of China in recent years.

• Open to 9 (by placement test), 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Chinese III or equiva-
lent, with permission of the  
Department

CHINESE V H: HONORS 
ADVANCED CHINESE  
SEMINAR

This course is designed for students who 
have reached a solid understanding of 
Chinese language and culture, and want 
to further polish their communicative 
abilities in oral Chinese, as well as enrich 
their understanding of Chinese literature 
and improve their Chinese essay-writing 
skills. Reading and writing assignments 
incorporate longer selections of authen-
tic materials from newspapers and other 
sources. The materials are focused on 

social issues like family values, gender 
equality, growing house prices, and the 
dilemma of the younger generation. 
Activities focus on building effective 
reading strategies and introducing the 
nuances of Chinese essay writing to 
build both language proficiency and 
cultural knowledge.

• Open to 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Honors Chinese Lan-
guage or equivalent, with permission 
of the Department

CHINESE VI H: HONORS 
ADVANCED TOPICS IN  
CHINESE

This course is designed to help students 
consolidate, expand, and advance their 
knowledge of Chinese and skills acquired 
in Advanced Chinese Seminar. Through 
readings and discussions on a variety of 
topics, students continue to expand their 
mastery of all four skills of the Chinese 
language. This course will also equip 
students with the necessary advanced 
level Chinese language proficiency that 
will enable them to conduct research in 
Chinese and other related work.

• Open to 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Honors Advanced 
Chinese Seminar or equivalent, with 
permission of the Department

FRENCH I

This course is an introduction to the four 
skills of language study, with emphasis 
upon listening and speaking. The course 
is taught entirely in the target language. 
The course’s proficiency-oriented text-
book integrates the four skills with  
a study of culture and encourages student- 
centered activities. Cultural lessons are 
interwoven into the curriculum to 
provide a basic overview of France and 
other French-speaking countries. Weekly 
sessions in the language laboratory pro-
vide the opportunity for group work and 
individual reinforcement of listening and 
speaking skills.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

FRENCH II

This intermediate course conducted in 
French continues to build on the profi-
ciency skills developed in French I. New 
vocabulary and structure are introduced 
systematically and assimilated through 
guided practice and role-playing. Testing 
requires demonstration of competency in 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
We will continue to study the culture of 
France and other French-speaking coun-
tries. Students are expected to participate 
fully in all class activities, using only 
French. The textbook offers an integrated 
program of DVDs to support student 
learning and to provide exposure to a 
variety of native speakers and cultural 
settings.

• Open to: 9 (by placement exam),  
10, 11, 12
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FRENCH III

This intermediate course is taught  
entirely in French. It includes a complete 
review of fundamental grammatical 
structures and the study of new vocabu-
lary and idioms. Students continue to per-
fect their oral skills through a variety of 
activities. They write compositions based 
on general topics. An introduction to 
French literature is provided through the 
reading of poetry, short stories, and other 
works from present and past centuries. 
Students also develop their knowledge of 
French history and civilization, and they 
continue to study French-speaking coun-
tries and cultures. Students will also make 
frequent use of the language laboratory.

• Open to: 9 (by placement exam),  
10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: French II or equivalent

FRENCH IV: ADVANCED 
FRENCH LANGUAGE

This advanced course is designed to 
develop further the student’s mastery of 
the four basic skills of language study. 
Emphasis is placed on a thorough review 
of grammar, as well as vocabulary expan-
sion. Students will study the culture of 
contemporary France and Francophone 
countries. They will read and write ana-
lytical essays on unabridged literary works 
and will be expected to make regular oral 
presentations on various social themes. 
This course will include frequent use of 
the Internet and of the language labora-
tory. Students who need one more year 
to strengthen their skills to be better 
prepared for the Advanced Placement 
examination are strongly encouraged to 
enroll in this course. This course prepares 
students to take the SAT II French exam. 
All instructions and discussions are con-
ducted exclusively in French.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: French III or equivalent

AP FRENCH: ADVANCED 
PLACEMENT FRENCH  
LANGUAGE

The French AP course is an advanced 
course that prepares students for the 
Advanced Placement French Language 
Examination. The objective of the course 
is to achieve native-like proficiency in all 
four skills of the language. The course in-
cludes a thorough review of grammar, an 
intensive study of vocabulary and idioms, 
and regular practice in creative writing 
projects and analytical essays based on 
the reading of unabridged literary works, 
such as Un secret by Philippe Grimbert, 
Huis Clos by Jean-Paul Sartre, short sto-
ries by J.M.G. Le Clezio and Birago Diop 
among others. Students will have to listen 
to Radio France or TV5 news on a regu-
lar basis to be able to discuss important 
world news. They are also expected to 
make oral presentations regularly and to 
make frequent use of the language labora-
tory. All instructions and discussions are 
conducted exclusively in French.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: French III or equivalent, 
with permission of the Department

LANGUAGE

HONORS FRENCH  
LITERATURE

This course is intended for students who 
wish to continue their study and appre-
ciation of French through the in-depth 
reading and analysis of works of literature. 
They will study not only French litera-
ture from the 16th century to today, but 
Francophone literatures as well. Students 
will develop appropriate vocabulary and 
critical skills to analyze different genres 
and styles. They will learn the tech-
niques of the “explication de texte” and 
the “dissertation.” Movies on some of 
the works we read are used to complete 
the students’ understanding of these 
authors and to enhance class discussions. 
Students will write critical papers and 
make oral presentations regularly. All 
readings and discussions are conducted 
exclusively in French. We will choose 
among the following authors: Ron-
sard, Molière, Voltaire, Maupassant, 
Flaubert, Zola, Rimbaud, Apollinaire, 
Baudelaire, Marguerite Duras, and 
Albert Camus, Aimé Césaire, Léopold 
Senghor, Albert Memmi.

• Open to: 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: AP French Language, 
with permission of the Department

ADVANCED FRENCH  
SEMINAR

This course is intended for strong 
language students who have completed 
Advanced Placement Language and who 
wish to continue their study of French.

FALL SEMESTER:  
LA FRANCE  
CONTEMPORAINE

Students will develop their knowledge 
of France today as a diverse society as 
they read contemporary fiction. They 
will also study specific cultural themes 
of today’s society through various read-
ings, including newspapers, magazine 
articles, and comic strips; the viewing 
of videotapes and movies; and the use 
of the Internet. Daily readings and class 
discussions, along with frequent writ-
ings of different lengths, will be ex-
pected during the semester. In addition, 
students will continue to expand their 
knowledge of grammar and vocabulary. 

SPRING SEMESTER:  
LE SEPTIÈME ART:  
CONTEMPORARY  
FRENCH CINEMA

This course is designed to introduce 
students to the historical, political, 
and cultural content of contemporary 
French films. Students will discuss 
films by French directors such as 

Claude Berri, Louis Malle, Francois 
Truffaut, and Francis Veber to name 
a few. Students will learn how to 
observe movies critically and develop 
the technical vocabulary to write about 
them. Students will also read articles 
and literary works that echo the themes 
encountered in the movies. Readings, 
class discussions, and writings of dif-
ferent lengths will be expected. As an 
initiating experience, students will be 
asked to write the script to their own 
movie. This class may be repeated for 
credit as the content changes every year.

• Open to 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: AP French Language 
and/or Honors French Literature

LATIN I

Latin I provides an introduction to the 
basic phonology, morphology, and syntax 
of classical Latin. The course aims to pre-
pare students to read Roman literature in 
the original language with understanding 
and appreciation. Readings are based 
on selections from ancient authors and 
supplemented with linguistic, literary, 
and historical background materials. 
Special attention is devoted to the in-
f luence of Latin on English vocabulary 
and grammar.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12
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LATIN II

Latin II is an intermediate course of-
fering a comprehensive review of basic 
grammar; elementary exercises in prose 
composition; and extensive reading, both 
prepared and unseen, of Latin prose. In 
the second semester, readings are drawn 
primarily from Caesar’s account of the 
Gallic War. The central goal of this read-
ing is the development of strong skills 
in reading Latin prose. Some attention 
is also given to literary and rhetorical 
analysis and to seeing Caesar’s role in the 
political, social, and economic turmoil of 
the final years of the Roman Republic.

• Open to: 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Latin I or equivalent

ADVANCED LATIN:  
VERGIL 

This course features close study of selec-
tions from Books I, II, IV, and VI of 
Vergil’s Aeneid in Latin and reading of the 
rest of the poem in English. The primary 
emphasis is on translation, critical analysis, 
and appreciation of Vergil’s epic poetry. 
Topics include metrics, diction, and 
imagery; literary antecedents; and the lit-
erary, cultural, and historical contexts of 
the poem. There is also practice in sight 
translation of Latin poetry and in writing 
analytical essays on the poetry. Advanced 
Latin may be taken at the honors level, 
with permission of the instructor. (This 
course is offered in alternate years; it will 
not be offered in 2017–18.)

• Open to: 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Latin II

ADVANCED LATIN:  
CAESAR AND POETS

This course features close study of selec-
tions from Caesar’s account of the Gallic 
War, as well as selections from the poetry 
of Catullus, Horace, and Ovid. The pri-
mary emphasis is on translation, critical 
analysis, and appreciation of literary style, 
both in prose and in poetry. Topics in-
clude rhetorical or poetic devices, diction, 
and metrics; literary antecedents; and the 
literary, cultural, and historical contexts 
of the texts examined. There is also prac-
tice in sight translation of Latin prose and 
poetry and in writing analytical essays on 
a Latin text.

Advanced Latin may be taken at the hon-
ors level, with permission of the instruc-
tor. (This course is offered in alternate 
years; it will be offered in 2017–18.)

• Open to: 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Latin II

LANGUAGE

BEGINNING SPANISH

This class stresses competence in all four 
language skills—listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing—while exposing 
students to the cultural diversity of the 
Spanish-speaking world. Students learn 
how to approach an unabridged liter-
ary text through the reading of poems 
and short stories. Activities that foster 
the precise use of the language include 
developing personal glossaries, translating 
meaningfully from English to Spanish, 
and engaging in analytical writing. Upon 
completion of this course, students are 
expected to control the foundational 
grammar such as the form and function of 
the infinitive, present and past participles, 
and the following tenses: present, present 
progressive, present perfect, commands, 
preterit, and imperfect.

• Open to 9, 10, 11, 12

TRANSITIONAL SPANISH

This class develops the proficiency 
expected for the intermediate level 
by strengthening the four language 
skills—listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. In addition, students hone the 
skills of literary analysis via the reading of 
unabridged literary texts, while student-
centered discussions based on the analysis 
of shorts stories, poems, and films create 
the foundation for authentic production. 
Activities that foster the precise use of 
the language include developing personal 
glossaries, translating meaningfully from 
English to Spanish, and engaging in 
analytical writing. Upon completion of 
this course, students will have a strong 
foundation in the use of the infinitive, 
the present and past participles, and the 
conjugation of progressive and simple 
present tenses, as well as the preterit and 
imperfect past tenses and commands. 
Summer reading is required before taking 
this course.

• Open to 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Beginning Spanish  
or equivalent

INTERMEDIATE SPANISH

This class continues to develop the 
students’ four language skills, as well as 
their literary foundation. These goals 
are achieved through a review of the 
grammar introduced in previous levels, 
followed by the study of more advanced 
grammatical structures, culminating with 
the indicative and subjunctive mood in 
noun, adjective, adverb, and hypotheti-
cal clauses. In addition, there is a marked 
emphasis on the study of vocabulary and 
idiomatic expressions through the read-
ing of unabridged short stories and poems. 
Students read works by authors such as 
Jorge Luis Borges, Julio Cortázar, Gabriel 
García Márquez, and Ana María Matute. 
Translations from English to Spanish and 
in-class essays provide the basis for assess-
ment of the written language, while stu-
dents hone their oral production through 
student-centered discussions of the litera-
ture. Summer reading is required before 
taking this course.

• Open to 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Beginning Spanish,  
Transitional Spanish or equivalent
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ADVANCED SPANISH

Through a thorough review of grammar 
and the study of advanced vocabulary and 
idiomatic expressions found in literary 
works, this class offers a rigorous course 
of study that strengthens the students’ 
grasp of spoken and written Spanish. Stu-
dents are expected to not only recognize, 
but also to incorporate subordinate struc-
tures in their oral and written production. 
In addition to the reading of short stories 
and poems by authors such as Emilia 
Pardo Bazán, Jorge Luis Borges, Gabriel 
García Márquez, Luis de Góngora, and 
Juan Rulfo, the students read Sergio 
Vodanovic’s play, El delental blanco, and 
watch the film Diarios de motocicleta by 
Walter Salles. Summer reading is required 
before taking this course.

• Open to 9, 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Intermediate Spanish  
or equivalent

TOPICS IN SPANISH  
LANGUAGE AND  
LITERATURE

This course is open to students who have 
successfully completed Advanced Spanish 
and seek to strengthen their grammatical 
foundation and understanding of the 
language as a whole. Intensive work on 
the four language skills is developed 
around topics of cultural, historical, and 
literary relevance to the Spanish-speaking 
world. Creative writing projects and 
analytical essays based on the reading of 
unabridged short stories, poems, and a 
play; the viewing and discussion of 
authentic films; and project work 
strengthen students’ experience of the 
language. Summer reading is required 
before taking this course.

• Open to 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Advanced Spanish  
or equivalent

SPANISH HONORS  
LITERATURE

This course further develops the skills 
and habits of mind required for attaining 
a close reading, analysis, and appreciation 
of literary texts. The students read a novel 
(San Manuel Bueno, mártir by Miguel de 
Unamuno); Federico García Lorca’s play 
Bodas de sangre; short stories by writers 
such as Jorge Luis Borges and Gabriel 
García Márquez; and poems by Rubén 
Darío, Garcilaso de la Vega, and Federico 
García Lorca. Students also study three 
prominent cinematic works: Mujeres al 
borde de un ataque de nervios by Pedro 
Almodóvar, and Bodas de sangre and Cría, 
both by Carlos Saura. In-class analyti-
cal writing and student-led discussions 
provide opportunities for independent 
thought, creativity, and the authentic ap-
plication of language. Summer reading is 
required before taking this course.

• Open to 10, 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Advanced Spanish  
or equivalent

LANGUAGE

SPANISH HONORS  
ADVANCED LITERATURE

This course furthers the in-depth study of 
Spanish language and literature, enhanc-
ing the students’ understanding and 
appreciation through the close reading of 
a wide range of texts. Each quarter serves 
as an exploration of the complex work of 
some of the most inf luential 20th-century 
writers, such as Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, 
Jorge Luis Borges, Federico García Lorca, 
Gabriel García Márquez, and Miguel de 
Unamuno. Wherever possible, writ-
ten works are supplemented by existing 
cinematic versions, as well as films such 
as El espíritu de la colmena by Víctor Érice. 
This is a student-propelled class where, 
in seminar-style fashion, students enrich 
their command of the language and 
their cultural competency by collectively 
leading discussion which, alongside oral 
presentations, analytical writing, and 
research projects, provide opportunities 
for independent thought, creativity, and 
the authentic application of language. 
Summer reading is required before taking 
this course.

• Open to 11, 12

• Prerequisite: Spanish IV H:  
Honors Literature

SPANISH HONORS  
ADVANCED SEMINAR

This course is intended for students who 
wish to undertake college-level course-
work through the in-depth reading and 
analysis of contemporary works of Span-
ish literature that challenge traditional 
topics and traditional narrative structures. 
In college-level seminar style, students 
lead each other in the understanding of 
the subtle cultural realities of the Span-
ish-speaking world. Expository writing 
assignments and a comprehensive written 
final exam at the end of each semester 
assess the students’ comprehension of the 
texts, range and accuracy of grammati-
cal and lexical usage, and analytical skills, 
while student class presentations assess 
their speaking and listening skills.  
Summer reading is required before  
taking this course.

• Open to 12

• Prerequisite: Spanish V H: Honors 
Advanced Literature




